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portance, and became the cultural and artistic center of the Mediter-
ranean world.

The period of renewed activity continued until the Turks cut the
trade routes with the east and the Portuguese developed commerce with
India by way of the Cape of Good Hope. In the years that followed,
the Italian cities declined in importance and prosperity, and the lack of
unity made the peninsula the prey of conflicting interests which led to
constant unrest and lack of stability. Thus, when numerous other Euro-
pean nations were unifying internally and expanding colonially, the
Italian peninsula was divided politically, and had no opportunity to
acquire colonies.

In spite of this sad state, an impulse toward unity was making itself
felt. Taking advantage of this, Victor Emmanuel, the new king of
Sardegna (Sardinia), and Garibaldi carried on a series of campaigns,
and, between 1860 and 1870, they overthrew the foreign rulers and
brought the entire peninsula and the adjoining islands under their con-
trol. Thus was the modern Kingdom of Italy born, and unity and
independence achieved for the first time since the fall of the Roman
Empire.

Nevertheless, Italy was far from recovering its former importance.
Internal differences handicapped the new state, and weakened its influ-
ence. Likewise, the shift of trade from the Mediterranean to the At-
lantic left the peninsula on the margin of the European world and
greatly decreased its commercial importance. At the same time, the
pressure of population was becoming more acute, and the government
began a search for colonies to provide homes for its surplus millions.
Unfortunately the best lands were already appropriated, and those
which Italy was able to secure were unsuitable as homes for its people.
Somaliland, Eritrea and Libya are largely unsuitable for Europeans,
while Rodi (Rhodes) and the Dodecanese Islands are already crowded
to capacity. Italy had hoped to gain important territories as a result
of her part in the World War, but unfortunately her acquisitions were
small, consisting largely of territories gained at the expense of Austria
around the head of the Adriatic and in the Tyrol. The chief advantages
derived from these additions were strategic, and they had the disad-
vantage of incorporating within Italy some 250,000 Germans and thus
creating a minority problem.

POPULATION

Roma, as the capital of the Mediterranean world, drew peoples to-
ward it from every corner of its far-flung empire. Later the barbarian